
A Glimpse into the Minds 
of Einstein, Goethe, and Picasso

Press Release, Munich/Hamburg, April 28 2026

On May 18, 2026, Ketterer Kunst's “Rare Books” department in Hamburg will host an
auction of outstanding works spanning several centuries of cultural and scientific his-
tory.  
A collection of nearly one hundred original manuscripts makes up the centerpiece of our up-
coming auction of rare books and manuscripts. It is, so to speak, a kaleidoscope of the most
influential—primarily German—figures from the worlds of philosophy, science, literature, art,
and music. The French collector was fascinated by their intellectual legacy. Accordingly, the
range extends from  Leibniz,  Kant,  Humboldt, and  Freud, through  Goethe and  Thomas
Mann,  to outstanding visual artists such as  Kirchner and  Kandinsky,  as well as the great
composers  Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, Liszt, Brahms and Wagner. Notable pieces include a
personal letter from Albert Einstein to his second son (estimate: 3,000 euros), a letter from
Nobel laureate and bacteriologist Robert Koch to his favorite student, written in connection
with his travels and research on the African sleeping sickness (estimate: 3,000 euros), or a
lovely pencil and color chalk drawing by the ever-slightly eccentric Else Lasker-Schüler, poet
and contemporary of Franz Marc and Gottfried Benn. The lively dance scene, titled “Kleinste
Skizze aus meinem Notizbuch” (Smallest Sketch from My Notebook), is estimated at 3,000 eu-
ros.

           Albert Einstein, 1930  
                     Lot 248

             Robert Koch, 1906   
                     Lot 258

      Else Lasker-Schüler, 1916-1934  
Lot 292          
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With a Picasso drawing and a dedication

Another  notable  collection  provided  “Toros  y
toreros”, an illustrated edition published as an
homage to bullfighting in 1961. The idea origi-
nated with Pablo Picasso, who was a passiona-
te devotee of this Spanish tradition. 
What makes our copy particularly special is the
full-page,  original  color drawing executed with
his characteristic  light  touch and spirited flair.
The work bears Picasso's signature and a perso-
nal inscription to a friend from 1964
(Estimate: 15,000 euros).

Pablo Picasso
Torros y toreros. With original drawing by Picasso, 1961.
Lot 62, estimate: €15,000

Monument of Botany

An exceptionally sumptuous edition of the “Hortus Eystettensis” with 367 large-format cop-
perplate engravings, with a price tag of 180,000 euros, is the highlight of the wide range of
valuable books on offer. This second authorized edition from 1640 showcases native and exo-
tic  plants,  some  of  which
thrived  in  the  famous  Ba-
roque  garden  of  the  Eich-
stätt bishop’s residence and
were  magnificently  docu-
mented at the suggestion of
the  Nuremberg  pharmacist
and curator of the garden. In
1633,  this  unique  garden
was  destroyed  during  the
Thirty Years’ War. 

Basilius Besler
Hortus Eystettensis. Eichstätt und Nürnberg 1640. 

Publisher’s binding, 1613–1640.
Lot 25, estimate: €180,000
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Jan Huygen van Linschoten, 
Navigatio ac itinerarium in orientalem. - Descriptio totius Guineae. 2 parts in 1 volume, 1599.

Lot 15, estimate: €80,000

A book that reorganized the world
Around 1600, a new era began. Sea voyages and the discoveries they brought about steadily
expanded the limited view of the world. Travelogue descriptions of varying degrees of imagi-
nation appeared. But also highly informative reports and insights regarding lucrative trading
partners. Jan Huyghen van Linschoten’s “Navigatio ac itinerarium in orientalem sive lusi-
tanorum Indiam...” (estimate: 80,000 euros) is one such example. With his detailed informa-
tion, he revealed the Portuguese’s previously closely guarded nautical secrets and maritime
trade routes to Asia, thereby breaking the Portuguese monopoly in the lucrative spice trade.
This led to a redistribution of global trade and power structures, as well as the rise of the
Dutch and English East India Companies.

Discover all the lots in the auction here in our online catalog

DATES
Auctions in Hamburg,  Holstenwall  5,  20355 Hamburg
Monday, May 18, 2026
12:30 PM Day Sale
5:00 PM Evening Sale

Preview:
May 11–13, 2026, 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
May 15, 2026 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
May 17, 2026 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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Auctions in Munich,  Joseph-Wild-Str. 18, 81829 München

June 12, 2026 Evening Sale - Contemporary Art / Modern Art / 19th Century Art 

June 13, 2026 Day Sale - Contemporary Art / Modern Art / 19th Century Art

KETTERER KUNST

Ketterer Kunst, headquartered in Munich with branches in Hamburg, Cologne, and Berlin, is
one  of  the  leading  art  auction  houses,  represented  globally  by  an  extensive  network  of
experts. The company specializes in 19th Century Art, Modern Art, and Contemporary Art. Its
portfolio is complemented by Rare Books spanning five centuries. In addition to its auction
business, private sales are also gaining increasing importance. In Germany, Ketterer Kunst has
held the top position in its segment for eight consecutive years. With several international
record prices, it ranks among the top 10 auction houses worldwide by total sales value (Artnet
Analytics, Auction Houses by Total Sales Value for Fine Art Works Created after 1800, 2025).

PRESS INQUIRIES
Anja Häse: +49 (0)89 552 441-25
presse@kettererkunst.de

YOUR RARE BOOKS CONTACTS
Ketterer Kunst
Holstenwall 5
20355 Hamburg
Silke Lehmann +49 (0)40 37 49 61 19
Enno Nagel +49 (0)40 37 49 61 17
infohamburg@kettererkunst.de

www.ketterer-rarebooks.de 
www.instagram.com/ketterer_rare_books
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